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February 19–22
Jesi Pace-Berkeley Watercolor Workshop

Hahn Horticulture Garden Pavilion, Virginia
Tech Campus

Pace-Berkeley is known for her large and
dramatic portraits and will help participants discover a more dynamic way to
paint. For full information and registration,
visit www.blacksburgart.org.

February 28,
March 13, March 27
Live Model Drawing

The Artful Place, A Fine Art Studio • 6–8 p.m.

The model, easels and drawing boards
are provided and the cost is $10.
Reserve your spot online by the
Friday before each session at
http://artfullawyergallery.org/events.

March 11
BRAA Monthly Lunch and Art Spot

Famous Anthony’s, Blacksburg • 11:30 a.m.

Join your fellow members over lunch to
discuss the latest art happenings and
hear Carole Davis, featured speaker of the
month.

March 20 – June 12
American Chronicles:
The Art of Norman Rockwell

Taubman Museum of Art, Roanoke

This exhibit is organized by the Norman
Rockwell Museum in Massachusetts and
features original works drawn from its
permanent collection.

June 4–5
Sidewalk Art Show

Taubman Museum of Art, Roanoke

This annual show attracts thousands to
the downtown streets of Roanoke near
the Taubman, and has featured original
fine art since 1958.

July 16
Art at the Market

Draper Rd., Blacksburg • 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Art, food and other farmers’ market treasures will be featured and celebrated. See
Exhibit Opportunities for more information.

BRAA represented at Virginia Commission for
the Arts conference
by Gerri Young

It was an honor to attend the Art Works for Virginia Conference 2016 in Richmond on
Jan. 27, and a pleasure to see four attendees I knew from Blacksburg and Roanoke
among the hundreds of attendees.
The Virginia Commission for the Arts is a state organization which champions artistic
excellence and encourages growth in artistic creativity, quality and innovation to the
benefit of all Virginians.
The main theme of the event was “Flourish! How the Arts Will Thrive and Grow in
the Next Decade.” Its goal was to encourage and share new ideas, new contacts and
“perhaps a different way to think about all the ways you can help our entire commonwealth flourish with a creative spirit.”
Held in the Richmond Conference Center, the event drew attendees from all over
Virginia representing everything from small art organizations like ours, to The Lyric
Theater in Blacksburg, The Studio School in Roanoke and many museums, art centers,
schools and universities. This provided a very experienced and heavily credentialed
array of speakers for both the whole body of attendees and smaller groups as they
split into the breakouts subjects of their choosing.
Soon after I arrived at the venue, I was lucky to find Susan Mattingly, executive director of The Lyric Theater who routinely attends these conferences. With her were
Donald and Libby Drapeau. Donald is chair of the Lyric Council Board of Directors.
During the opening session I spied Nancy Farrar from The Studio School in Roanoke.
This session was led by Margaret Vanderhye, director of the Virginia Commission for
the Arts, who led a panel discussion of five who addressed the challenges facing
non-profit arts organizations in today’s climate.
The opening speaker, my favorite of the day, was Russell Willis Taylor, a lively presenter with a list of credentials too long to mention here. Her most recent position
was president and CEO
of National Arts Strategies from 2001 to 2015.
She has been active in
numerous areas of the
art world, not the least
of which was being
part of the founding
team for the National
Aids Trust in the United
Kingdom along with
Diana, Princess of
Wales.
Gerri Young

n Upcoming

Eight breakout sessions
were held to give
attendees the chance
to choose topics. I
continued on page 4

Hundreds attended the Art Works for Virginia conference in Richmond on Jan. 27.
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Learn with Lee
Lee Sandstead is
often referred to
as “the world’s most
fired-up art historian.”
Sandstead was host
of the Emmy-		
nominated Travel
Channel show, “Art
Attack,” and author
of the number one
Lee Sandstead
international bestseller on ITunes, “Cleaning Mona Lisa.”

The Agony and the Ecstasy is a fictionalized biography of the life of Michelangelo from the author who pioneered
the genre, Irving Stone.
Published in 1961, it quickly stirred the
American consciousness and rose to the
top of the NY Times best sellers’ list. In
1965 a movie was made detailing only
one chapter of the book, which starred
Charlton Heston as Michelangelo and
Rex Harrison as his benefactor, Pope
Julius II.
Stone
lived for
seven
years
in Italy
while
researching the
book and
inspired
the firstever
English
translation of
the
entirety
of
Michelangelo’s poetry. And this might be one
of the seminal values of the book — not
only do we get to live day-to-day with
one of the world’s greatest artists, but
because of Stone’s intent study of
Tuscany’s landscape, we are able to walk
the very streets and paths that Michelangelo once walked. Whereas most
modern books and movies focus on the
artists’ troubled souls that drove their
art, Stone is actually able to create
Michelangelo’s methodological thought;
his very thinking that led to so many
masterpieces.
An excellent read to get you through
winter and inspire great works this spring!

n President’s Report
Here we are already into February and probably all of us ready for spring to arrive!
I have been fairly busy and go into the year with the attitude of do less, but do it
better! That goes for both personal and presidential projects! And I don’t mean the
presidential race for our country!
I was one of 371 attendees at the Virginia Commission for the Arts conference in
Richmond (see article elsewhere in this newsletter).
After the conference I went to the wonderful Rodin sculpture exhibition at the Virginia
Museum of Fine Arts and really enjoyed it. The collection is on loan from Montreal,
Canada, and is quite extensive. A great deal of preparation was necessary for the
exhibit and its 200 pieces from very small to an enormous version of The Thinker. The
show is on into May and is well worth the trip to see it.
BRAA member Rebecca Ghezzi, Moss Gallery manager, and I shared jury duty with
two others for the annual high school art exhibition at the Fine Arts Center for the
New River Valley. We looked at hundreds of submissions, many of which were
extremely good, making our job very challenging.

Others have also been busy already! Charlotte Chan is all set for the Feb. 19-22
workshop with Jesi Pace-Berkeley at the Hahn Horticulture Garden pavilion.
Attendance is close to full. Room setup is scheduled for 6:45 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 18
and volunteers are needed to help with the task. Email charlotteychan@gmail.com to
offer your assistance. This is the earliest we can get in the room.
Betty Moore has been in touch with the art teacher at Blacksburg High School to
offer assistance to the students getting ready for the annual exhibition in March at
Montgomery Museum. Turns out they can use some frames no smaller than 11x14.
Contact Betty at kmoore48@verizon.net to donate to the cause (and help reduce that
pile of unused frames all 2D artists have!)
Ruth Lefko recently organized a really fun indoor plein air event. Held upstairs from
the antique mall in downtown Christiansburg, we all had such a good time and really
enjoyed touring the building. In the course of that event, an old chair was placed
near a window, on a wooden floor, in front of an old brick wall and photos were
taken. One thing led to another and an exhibition opportunity popped up. See more
info on that below.
Stay warm, stay safe, stay creative.
Your partner in art,

New exhibition opportunity
in August–September
At a recent BRAA indoor plein air event
in Christiansburg, several photos were
taken of an antique chair in the attic of
the building with lovely light hitting it
from the window. The old wooden floor
under it and brick wall behind it made
it a lovely candidate for painting (or
other media). We now have a theme exhibition set at the Alexander Black House
and Cultural Center in Blacksburg. Soon there will be detailed info on our website
at www.blacksburgart.org, where you will be able to register and download one of
several photos of the chair to use as a reference. The show will be titled “1 Chair, 10
artists,” (or whatever the number of participating artists). Ideally, the old chair will
be exhibited at the Black House along with the artworks. The gallery walls as well
as the 16 Blocks arrangement in the next room will be used. Artists may do work for
one or both locations. All media welcome.
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Support BRAA with Kroger Community Rewards
by Gerri Young

Some of you may not know the BRAA participates in the Kroger Community Rewards
program whereby most of your purchases at Kroger can benefit our organization.
In 2014, BRAA joined the ranks of many non-profit organizations receiving support
through this program. Anyone with a Kroger Plus card can select BRAA, or one of
many other worthwhile organizations, to be the recipient of a percentage of their
shopping dollars.

n Now Showing
January 15 –April 15

(except where indicated otherwise)

Patricia Bolton, New River Bank,
Christiansburg (thru Mar.)
Charlotte Chan, Main Street Inn,

Blacksburg

Recently, as administrator of the BRAA account with Kroger Community Rewards, I
received the quarterly email reporting that one household shopped the last quarter
and that created about $7 in benefits.

Carole Davis, Blue Ridge Cancer
Care, Blacksburg

How strange, I thought. I know at least three board members who signed up to send
this benefit to BRAA! Are they now shopping Food Lion?

Garden Pavilion, Virginia Tech (thru Feb.)

I went to my personal Kroger account to check things out and soon discovered my
Kroger Plus card was not linked to this program any more. Our treasurer, Jeanette
Bowker, and I had discussed this perplexing thing and she had asked if we needed to
renew every year. I couldn’t imagine that to be true so I went hunting on the admin
site for the program and, sure enough, I found out some very interesting things.
Once BRAA signed up in 2014 they became an authorized group and we have benefitted with over $270 donated to our treasury for use in some charitable way such
as supporting the VMFA workshop programs we recently held at Blacksburg and
Christiansburg high schools. BRAA does NOT have to re-register, but YOU do if you
want to continue or begin.
Here are some guidelines for those of you who think your Plus card is linked to BRAA
or some other worthy group or for those of you who have never heard of it and
would like to sign up.
1. To check your current Plus card information/participation in Kroger Community or to sign
up to participate for the first time, go to www.kroger.com. Set up an account and password
if you are a newbie and decide what organization you want to support (only one allowed).
2. If you are a registered Plus card holder already but the site makes you think they have
messed up because you do not have a registered organization showing, (BRAA or your
local high school soccer team, whatever), Kroger hasn’t messed up, you have. I couldn’t
find anything telling the customer they have to re-register annually, but that requirement
showed up on the admin information sheet for organizations. I thought my two-person
household was good to go for Kroger community but that was not the case.
3. Participating in this program costs you NOTHING but the few minutes it takes to sign up.
You don’t need another card, Plus does it all. You don’t even need to think about it while
paying your grocery bill, no extra card to manage.
4. You must renew once a year no matter what organization you support. If you have been
feeling good about supporting your son’s soccer team, you might be surprised to find
you are not because you haven’t renewed your choice…your Plus card is working, but the
donation to your cause may not be and the cashier has no idea if you are signed up for
Kroger Community or not, so don’t bother asking.
5. Nearly everything you buy at any Kroger can count toward your support but not fuel and
a variety of other things like gift cards, etc.
6. BRAA can’t tell on our quarterly report who supports us, how much they spend at Kroger
and whether you buy one of those cheesy tabloids with headlines about four-headed cats
invading Washington. All we see is the number of households and the amount of money
to be donated to us from Kroger.
7. We would like to thank the one household that generated $7.94 for us during the last
quarter, whoever you are.

All of that said, if you would like to support BRAA while you shop Kroger, go to
www.kroger.com/communityrewards or call 1-800-KROGERS, OPTION #3 to reapply or
establish your support choice on your Plus card. After that, please buy me a Ritter
Sport bar, milk chocolate with nuts. Yum. Just kidding. Sort of. n

Gwen Douglas, Hahn Horticulture

Elizabeth Foster, Amy Hunter
Dental Office, Christiansburg (thru Mar.)
Paula Golden, Pointe West
Management, Blacksburg
Leslie Gregg, The Keepers of the
Tradition show, The History Museum
of Western Virginia, Roanoke (thru
May 15)
Maxine Lyons, Virginia Tech
Women’s Center
Larry Mitchell, Community Arts
Information Office (CAIO), Blacksburg
(Feb.)
Nancy Norton, Alexander Black

House & Cultural Center, Blacksburg
(thru Feb. 20)

David Pearce, Zeppoli’s, Blacksburg
Mary Ratliff, Blue Ridge Cancer
Care, Blacksburg
Joy Rosenthal, VTLS, Corporate
Research Center, Blacksburg

Robi Sallee, Mill Mountain Coffee
and Tea, Blacksburg
Karen Sewell, Brown Insurance,
Blacksburg

Jane Thorp, Haga Law, Christiansburg (thru Mar.)
Nancy Trump, Christiansburg Library

(thru Mar.)

Norma Woodward, Community Arts
Information Office (CAIO), Blacksburg
(Feb.)
Tom Wilkinson, See Mark Optical,

Blacksburg

“I try to absorb more knowledge with each new piece. I always look forward to having less
regret in my next painting.” ~ Xiao Hing Hu
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n Exhibit Opportunities
Art at the Mill

Unitarian Universalist Church

April 23 – May 8 • Millwood, Virginia

BRAA artists are invited to exhibit for
three-month periods at the Unitarian
Universalist Church on Gladewood
Road in Blacksburg. The walls and
hanging system will accommodate
12-15 medium to large paintings or a
larger number of smaller paintings. If
you’d like to show your work at this
venue, please email Nancy Norton
(nancypnorton@comcast.net).

This semi-annual event is a fundraiser
for the Clarke County Historical
Association and attracts serious buyers
to hundreds of works displayed in the
quaint Burwell-Mogan Mill. Applications may be submitted online at
www.artatthemill.artcall.org. Entry
deadline is Feb. 21.

Sidewalk Art Show
June 4–5 • Downtown Roanoke

This annual juried show attracts
thousands to the streets around the
Taubman Museum of Art. Cash awards
are $1500 for best in show, $1000 for
second place and $750 for third. For
more information and entry form,
visit zapplication.org. Entry deadline is
March 19.

Boxes for Hope and Healing

The Carilion Clinic Foundation invites
artists to paint or embellish small boxes
to be displayed and auctioned at the
Arts for Healing May 24 event at the
Hotel Roanoke. Artists receive 50% of
sales. For more information and entry
form, email healingarts@carilionclinic.org.
Entry deadline is March 31.

Art at the Market 2016

July 16 • 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. • Downtown
Blacksburg

Located next to the Blacksburg Farmers’
Market, this annual event attracts a
lively audience. For more information
and online registration, visit the events
page at downtownblacksburg.com or
email events@downtownblacksburg.com.

Artful Lawyer Gallery

Three remaining shows are planned
for 2016 for the popular gallery at the
Creekmore Law Firm at 318 N. Main St. in
Blacksburg. The following themes will be
featured in shows starting April, July and
October—
• fin, fur or fowl
• duex-by-duex, redux
• a picture’s worth a thousand words
For further information on how to be
considered for the shows, visit
www.artfullawyer.org or contact
Diana Francis at the law firm.

Arts Conference

continued from page 1

listened to Amy Nisenson speak on
board of director issues. The presentation was obviously aimed at organizations with facilities, staffs and budgets
much above BRAA, but my takeaway
was that all board members must act
as ambassadors for their organization
and speak in a positive voice about it.
My favorite breakout session was with
Kelly O’Keefe on the subject of branding. He is a professor and chair of the
Creative Brand Management program
at the Virginia Commonwealth University Brand Center, the number one
graduate advertising program in the
United States. You’ve all probably seen
the Coke cans with people’s names on
them. O’Keefe’s students created this
marketing idea which was adopted by
Coke with immense success. O’Keefe
told on himself when he said he gave
the students a “B” for the project!
All in all it was an interesting experience to attend the conference with
several takeaway statements for me
as they pertain to BRAA: Do less, better.
People want to participate, not just be
spectators.
I will keep those thoughts in mind during
my last year as president of BRAA. n

BRAA Officers
Gerri Young, president
Charlotte Chan, co-vice president
Teri Hoover, co-vice president
Jeanette Bowker, treasurer
Pat Bevan, secretary
Nancy Norton, membership
Robi Sallee, past president

	
  

http://www.blacksburgart.org/

www.facebook.com/BlacksburgArt

Send Facebook news postings to:
Gerri Young at
younggerri@googlemail.com
or Teri Hoover
at crystalirisphotos@gmail.com

Twitter @BlacksburgArt1

Send news, photos, comments, or
newsletter suggestions to Lois Stephens
(stephens1@pemtel.net)

Thanks to Mish Mish for providing
printed versions of this newsletter.
Please support our local art supply store!

The art featured in this month’s nameplate is “Snow
Bench” (left, photography, 22 x 30”) by David Pearce. This
and more of his work can be viewed at Zeppoli’s until
April 15.

