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A virtual chat with Joe Scarpaci

ART CALENDAR

June 26
Tapestry Techniques
The Artful Lawyer ~ 1-4 p.m.

As told to Gerri Young
Home town: I am a 32—year Blacksburg resident.

BRAA members are invited to gather and learn
Jennifer Newcomb's technique to make a
tapestry. Using a frame as a basic loom, we will
warp the loom and learn basic weaving
techniques and tapestry techniques. Yarn, fiber,
and fabric will be used to create pictures
(traditional tapestry), collages, free forms, etc. If
you have a piece of lace, fabric, yarn, feathers, or
something special to you, that can be
incorporated into the weaving bring it along! This
workshop provides a jumping off point to pursue
fiber as an artistic expression. The cost is $10
and is limited to the first 12-15 people.
All materials except the frame will be supplied.
Students should bring scissors and a frame (8 x
10, 9 x 12, 10 x 10, etc.). This can be a picture
frame or artists' canvas without the canvas.
Frame will not be damaged by weaving, and can
be reused.
Materials include: yarn needles, scissors, assorted
yarns, hair picks, forks, fiber and "treasures."
Contact Alisa Colpitts (vp@blacksburgart.org) to
register or for more information.
July 3
Plein Air Workshop at Selu
Radford University’s Selu Nature Conservancy ~
10 a.m.
Come paint and work with University of
Connecticut Professor of Art, Kathryn Myers.
The Selu Nature Conservancy provides an
expanse of fields, forest, homestead buildings
and nature walks for wonderfully varied views
and inspiring painting opportunities.
This workshop begins with a brief introduction to
artists such as Fairfield Porter and Richard
Diebenkorn, whose loose and luminous approach
to painting often verged on abstraction. A special
feature will be the option to try non-standard
landscape painting formats such as the vertical
format seen in Indian miniatures. Participants
may use this session as a break from regular
studio practice to engage

A little bit about your family: Our kids are all grown up. I am married to an art major
graduate of Rutgers University — Gilda de los Angelese Machin. We live in a rather
artistic house and have many works of art.
Do you have a pet? My dog Coco, is a land-shark French poodle who won't let anyone
get near him.
Why do you belong to BRAA and how long have you been a member?
I've met a lot of artists over the years and then, through my business
(www.cubancultureeconomy.org), I had the pleasure of taking a lot of local artists to
Cuba. The trips examined either art and creativity on the island or else, bird watching
trips. The latter allowed folks to shoot photography or paint/draw landscape in
between bird hikes. Joining BRAA seemed a good way to be connected with the local
art community. I have belonged for several years.
What media do you work in? When the derecho wind storm came through here about
a half dozen years ago, a lot of black oak trees came down on my property. With
between 60 and 80 rings in the glorious core, I decided to turn them into small tables.
Some of them will be offered in BRAA's Artful Space soon.
How long have you been actively pursuing artistic endeavors? Not long enough to
claim any proficiency. However, dabbling in wood and owning a half dozen homes has
made me handy at deck making. So, I built a dual platform treehouse with 220 sq. feet
of surface area. This is all part of
treehouseyoga.yoga, which is an extension of
my five years of yoga instruction in local
studios, and 16 years as a practitioner. The
deck offers amazing, leaf-filtered light that is
perfect for gentle flow vinyasa yoga as well as
meditation. At 18 feet above the ground, the
“studio” is framed by six poplars and a giant
black oak. Both platforms “float” on four TABS
(tree anchor bolts) so that when the trees move
(and at 60 feet tall they do!), the platform is
stable. The views are to die for. I offer small or
solo-practice yoga and meditation under a
mature hardwood setting right in Blacksburg.

Joe at InBalance

Do you have any work in a current show? I will be exhibiting for several months with wife
Gilda at The Artful Space at the Artful Lawyer in downtown Blacksburg starting in July.
How has COVID impacted your usual creative practice? Appreciating softness, quiet
spaces in a new way.
Do you have a studio? Kitchen table? How frequently do you create? Whenever mother
nature offers me a nice tree or a view gets inhibited by a tree, some raw material comes
my way. My carport serves as the work area for making the tables.
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Annual BRAA theme show a great success,
best in show goes to Martha Olson
By Gerri Young
The Blacksburg Regional Art Association’s annual member theme show in Virginia
Tech’s Perspective Gallery through July 31, is one of which the association is proud.
Robin Scully, gallery director, reports 50 association artists submitted 91 pieces. Of
those, 62 pieces made the cut to show on the walls and pedestals of this beautiful
gallery in Squires Student Center on College Avenue in downtown Blacksburg.
The theme for this invitational juried show is “Place.” “The concept for the title has to
do with being in a ‘place’ and reflecting on that through the process of creating using
the visual arts,” stated Scully.
The selected works include everything from woven and quilted fiber arts, plein air
watercolors, 3D pieces, oil, acrylic, glass, photography and more.
The juror for the exhibition was Jenine Culligan, Director and Curator at the Eleanor
D. Wilson Museum at Hollins University in Roanoke. Culligan selected the pieces to
be exhibited, as well as the Best in Show award.
Awards, funded by Perspective Gallery, are as follows:
Best of Show: Martha A. Olson: Woods Edge, $500 and a rosette
Honorable Mentions: Sidra Kaluzska: Dreams of Home; Matt Gentry: Home Spun
Adventures; Cheryl Mackian: Just Passing Through; and Linda Weatherly Shroyer,
There’s a Place for You at the Table. Each of the honorable mention winners will
receive a ribbon and sketchbook.
Scully offered the gallery to the association when it lost its former gallery location in
the Corporate Research Center in Blacksburg.
Charlotte Chan, BRAA president, was very happy to strike up this agreement with
Perspective Gallery over a year ago. “This is the first time a BRAA show has been in
this space since 2013 for a New River Art Biennial exhibition,” she said. “We are so
happy to have it. It has been a pleasure to work with Robin Scully, Perspective
Director, throughout the months leading up to the opening. We encourage all our
members and the public to spend time in this wonderful exhibition.”
The gallery is located on the second floor of the Squires Student Center at 200
College Avenue. Hours through the exhibition are: 12-6 pm Mon-Sat.
Unvaccinated visitors to the building are required to wear a mask.

CALENDAR
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with the experience and challenges of working
on-site, or create studies that might be worked up
into more finished pieces later. Work in any
medium and manner you like, standing or sitting.
Frequent breaks to observe the painting
processes of others will be encouraged, with
group critiques at lunchtime (bring a bagged lunch
and beverage) and at the end of the session.
Please register in advance by contacting John
Bowles at jhbowles@radford.edu. Registration is
limited to 15 participants, and due by June 27.
Once registration is confirmed more detailed
information will be provided to the artists. There
is no fee for this workshop as it is to promote
Radford University's Selu Conservancy, nature
and art.
For more information, contact Linda Correll at
lcorrell83@gmail.com.
July 9, August 13
BRAA Monthly Lunch
Moose Lodge, 115 Farmview Road. NE,
Christiansburg • 11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.
We’re back to in-person gatherings, but still social
distancing! On July 9, Diane Goff will be sharing
information about the fun of assemblage art.
Following the art spot, a stamp making session
will be held from 1–4 p.m. (see more information
at www.blacksburgart.org/stampplaydate). Becky
Sciullo will be the guest at the August 13
luncheon and will present “Build a Dynamic Web
Presence for Your Visual Art.”
July 9
Reception — Art by Diane Relf
Montgomery Museum of Art and History, 300
Pepper St. SE, Christiansburg • 5–7p.m.
Join the fun and come celebrate Diane Relf’s art.
Works will be on display at the museum through
August.
August 1
Reception — Simply Elemental
Hahn Garden and Pavilion, Virginia Tech •
4–6 p.m.
Come visit the opening of the Simply Elemental
Outdoor Sculpture show with a reception at the
Hahn Pavilion. There will be food, poetry readings
and music to enjoy while walking through the
gardens to view the creations of the participating
artists. A best of show award sponsored by BRAA
will be presented at 5:00 p.m. Come out and see
the art and meet the artists!

Martha Olson's piece "Woods Edge"
received Best of Show.

Matt Gentry’s piece “Home Spun
Adventures,” on the pedestal,
received an honorable mention in
the exhibition.
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August 6-7
Steppin’ Out
Downtown Blacksburg
Join the fun and celebrate the 40th
anniversary of Steppin’ Out! Music, arts,
crafts, food and more will fill the streets of
downtown Blacksburg for this two-day event.
August 14
Reception — Floyd Center for the Arts 2021
Juried Exhibition
2020 Parkway Lane S., Floyd • 5–7 p.m.
View the art and congratulate the award
winners in the Hayloft Gallery of the arts
center. Works will be exhibited until
October 2.
August 21
Heritage Day
Montgomery Museum of Art and History,
Christiansburg • 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
This year’s festival will be held on the
museum’s grounds as well as downtown on
East Main Street. There will be arts and crafts,
downtown walking tours, goat yoga, and
more!
August 21–22
Taubman Museum’s 63rd Annual Sidewalk
Art Show
Downtown Roanoke • 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
This event infuses downtown Roanoke with
energy, excitement, and creativity. Check out
works of painting, sculpture, fine art
photography, fine crafts, jewelry, watercolor
and much more.

(photos by Alisa Colpit)

Creativity flowed at recent workshop

Artist Tracy Budd demonstrates various
techniques during the Fluid Acrylic on
Yupo workshop. The three-day workshop
in May was held at the Christiansburg
Moose Lodge. Participants used stencils,
rollers, markers and other tools to build
intriguing surfaces for both
representational and non-representational
subject matter.

KUDOS AND OTHER TIDBITS

The BRAA annual theme show’s best in
show award winner was Martha A. Olson.
Honorable mentions went to Matt Gentry,
Sidra Kaluzska, Cheryl Mackian, and Linda
Weatherly Shroyer. See more information
about the show elsewhere in this
newsletter. Congratulations to all!
The Virginia Mennonite Retirement Center
in Harrisonburg accepted the following
New River Valley artists in their national
exhibition: Gerri Young, Larry Mitchell and
Jennifer Carpenter. The show includes
101 pieces from entries nationwide. View
the work online at vmrc.org/juried-artexhibitions.
The 27th edition of the Artemis Journal is
now available for purchase from
artemisjournal.org. Produced in
cooperation with Hollins University, the
publication includes 131 art, photography
and written submissions from around the
world. BRAA members included in this
edition are: Charlotte Chan, Teri Hoover,
Pippi Miller, Sally Mook, Jerri Nemiro,
Nancy Norton, Robi Sallee, and Gerri
Young.

NOW SHOWING

April 15 – July 15
(unless noted otherwise)
David Angle, Long and Foster Realty,
Blacksburg
Raf Bedia, See Mark Optical, Blacksburg
Trenia Bell, The Art Space @ The Artful
Lawyer, Blacksburg (thru June)
Patricia Bolton, Blue Ridge Cancer Care,
Blacksburg
Riley Chan, Brown Insurance, Blacksburg
Marie Collier, Pointe West Management,
Blacksburg
Alisa Colpitts, Warm Hearth Village Center,
Blacksburg
Judy Crowgey, Glade Church, Blacksburg
Diamond Gabriel, The Art Space @ The Artful
Lawyer, Blacksburg (thru June)
Paula Golden and Textiles Artists of Virginia,
Blacksburg Transit
Teri Hoover, Bluefield College, Bluefield, Va.
(thru August 27)

Plein Air workshops by Gerri Young and
Matt Gentry were hosted by Smithfield
Plantation in May and June and attracted
21 registrants. The weather was nice and
the interest high. Check it out at
www.historicsmithfield.org.

Sue Hossack, The Art Space @ The Artful
Lawyer, Blacksburg (thru June)

The Wilderness Road Museum in Newbern
held a plein air event on June 3. The
museum and the grounds are a real local
treasure. About a dozen BRAA painters
took part. Check it out at
wildernessroadregionalmuseum.com.

Sally Mook, Main Street Inn, Blacksburg

The Art Space @ The Artful Lawyer is
offering a 10% discount during the New
River Valley Garden Tour on July 10. The
annual tour showcases innovative, specialty
and simply beautiful private gardens in the
New River Valley each July. There will also
be plein air painting around the gardens.
Tickets are $15 and may be purchased on
site on the day of the tour or online at
www.mfrlfriends.org/wp/garden-tour. The
event is sponsored by the Friends of the
Library with the cooperation of the New
River Valley Master Gardeners’ Association.

Diane Relf, Montgomery Museum of Art and
History, Christiansburg (July thru August)

Tom Jenssen, The Art Space @ The Artful
Lawyer, Blacksburg (thru June)
Susan Lockwood, Zeppolis, Blacksburg

David Pearce, First Bank & Trust,
Christiansburg
Mary Ratliff, The Art Space @ The Artful
Lawyer, Blacksburg (thru June)

Walter Shroyer, Shaheen Law Firm,
Blacksburg
Samarth Swarup, Brown Insurance,
Blacksburg

NEW MEMBERS

A hearty welcome to new BRAA members
Linda Hinson and Rebecca Noonkester.
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EXHIBIT AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIES

Reflections: Art in the Time of COVID-19
July 30 – October 15
The Artful Lawyer, A Fine Gallery Inc., 318 N.
Main Street, Blacksburg
Deadline: July 9
Artists and artisans are encouraged to apply
to this show of works created during the
pandemic. Applications will be reviewed and
notifications of acceptance will be sent a
week after deadlines close. To apply, visit
https://forms.gle/9Fv3RgGAigN6YB2g6. For
more information, contact Katy Shepard at
info@artful lawyergallery.org.
COVID 19 Exhibit
September 7 – December 17, 2021
Virginia Tech Carilion School of Medicine,
Creativity in Health Education Program
Deadline: July 16
All media accepted; up to three works may be
submitted. Send photo of submissions by July
26 to Courtney Powell at cbrakes@vt.edu or
Dave Trinkle at dbtrinkle@vt.edu. The date
and time for an in-person opening reception
and exhibit tour will be announced soon.
Applications and lending agreements will
follow once submissions are approved. For
questions or more information, contact
Courtney at 540-526-2588.

Scarpaci continued

New River Art
Biennial
October 23 –
December 4
Deadline: August
31

Charlotte Chan, president

The 16th New River Art Biennial is now
officially open for application at
callforentry.org.
This well-known art exhibition is being
organized for 2021 by the Fine Arts Center
of the New River Valley in Pulaski. Other
local art associations that host this show are
Blacksburg Regional Art Association (2019)
and Floyd Center for the Arts (2017).
The actual exhibition will be hosted in the
Tyler Gallery at Radford University from Oct.
23 through Dec. 4, 2021.
This show is open to artists within a 150-mile
radius of Pulaski, thereby encompassing parts
of Virginia, West Virginia, North Carolina and
eastern Tennessee.

Application may be made at callforentry.org.
Deadline to apply is midnight mountain time,
Aug. 31.

workshop chair
Marvi Stine, treasurer
Sue Hossack, secretary and
web administrator
Gerri Young, past president
Ava Howard, membership chair
Vacant, community gallery committee
Teri Hoover, marketing chair
Ruth Lefko, member meeting chair
Lois Stephens, newsletter chair
Linda Correll, public art chair
Betty Moore, education/outreach chair

https://www.blacksburgart.org/

www.facebook.com/BlacksburgArt
Send Facebook news postings to:
marketing@blacksburgart.com
Send general inquiries and announcements to

Just for fun question: What’s the most
interesting documentary you’ve ever
watched? The one I co-produced. It’s called
Soy Cubana (I’m Cuban)
vimeo.com/143444428 (password is vidas) and
it portrays the beauty of the human voice,
alone, and how it can be applied over various
genres such as gospel, soul, blues, traditional
Cuban “son,” cha cha, and other harmonies.

(photo by Joe Scarpaci)

Alisa Colpitts, vice president and

More information may be found at
facnrv.org/nrv-biennial-2021

If you weren’t doing art, what would you be
doing? Yoga and traveling to Cuba.

A small round
table fashioned
by Joe Scarpaci
from a fallen
black oak tree.

Making BRAA Work —

info@blacksburgart.org
Twitter @BlacksburgArt1
Instagram: #blacksburgartassn
Email: info@blacksburgart.org

Send news of receptions, exhibits,

The art featured in this month’s nameplate
is “Wading Pond and Silken Grass” (pastel,
14x18”) by Marie Collier. This and more of
her work is on display at Pointe West
Management in Blacksburg through
July 15.

“Whether you succeed or not is irrelevant,
there is no such thing. Making your unknown
known is the important thing.”

~ Georgia O’Keeffe

awards, photos, comments, or
newsletter suggestions to
(newsletter@blacksburgart.org)
by the 15th of each month or
July 1 for June/July and
Dec. 1 for Nov./Dec. issues.
Lois Stephens, Gerri Young,
Teri Hoover, Pat Bevan, Lisa Acciai
newsletter editorial board

